Crowd-Instincts

of things. Religious intolerance is involved in the nature
of a religious crowd. Though all crowds are generated and
united by emotion, they are organised and used by lead-
ers to carry out some purpose intellectually conceived;
but a religious crowd is formed about religious emotion
and has no other end than to propagate and maintain that
emotion. The emotion may be capable of intellectual
analysis and its character or concomitant beliefs may be
intellectually defined as dogmas, but the fact remains
that behind all the dogmas, rituals, and organisations of
any church there lies finally not an intellectual conception
but a religious emotion. Hence of all crowds the religious
are the most emotional.

1 Further, seeing that of all human qualities the emo-
tions are the most evanescent, the most liable to vary,
and that crowds by their very nature must be fickle, it
follows that the instinct of self-preservation in a religious
crowd is more alert than in any other, because the emo-
tion that holds such a crowd together is of an exceptionally
unstable character. When we come to the consideration
of the relation of crowds to religion we shall have to con-
sider the means taken by religious bodies to give stability
to their structure; at present it suffices to note the fact of
this instability. In no category of human crowdship is
it so easy to start a new group, first as a subdivision of an
older crowd, presently as an independent body. All
crowds are rather easy to split, but none so easy as reli-
gious crowds. The semi-religious character of modern
socialistic movements is indicated by the tendency of
socialistic organisations to subdivide. A new form of
religious emotion may arise anywhere and at any time.

83